
Clay product-faced precast concrete 
has become the favorite of designers 
because of its unlimited aesthetic 
options on all types of structures.  It 
gives the architect the best of both 
worlds – the flexibility to combine 
the beauty of traditional clay 
products with the strength, versatility 
and economy of precast concrete.  
Brick, ceramic tile, porcelain, and 
architectural terra cotta can all be 
embedded in precast concrete, 
covering the exposed panel surface 
in its entirety or covering only part of 
the concrete face as accents.  

Benefits and Advantages

The combination of precast concrete 
and clay products offers several 
important benefits and advantages 
over site-laid-up masonry. 

n During the life cycle maintenance 
of these systems, the need for 
tuckpointing is eliminated.  

n Clay product-faced precast 
concrete units act as a rain barrier 
and not a rain screen.  

n Precasting techniques allow 
complex and intricate details 
such as arches, radii, ornate 
corbels, and numerous bonding 
patterns to be incorporated into 
the finished panel. This freedom 
of aesthetic expression could not 
be accommodated economically 

with site-laid-up masonry. 
n Precasting allows a high level 

of dimensional precision and 
quality control. Concrete mixtures 
and batching, together with 
curing conditions, can be tightly 
controlled, whereas site-laid 
masonry may have variable curing 
and mortar qualities.  

n Plant production provides for 
year-round work under controlled 
environmental conditions, 
negating any on-site delays due 
to inclement weather or incurring 
the expense of on-site weather 
protection. It also allows the 
building enclosure, with floor 
topping and finishing trades, to 
continue without any weather 
delays. 

n Clay product-faced precast 
concrete can eliminate the need 
for costly on-site scaffolding, 
material storage, equipment, and 
manpower and can greatly reduce 
the duration of masonry cladding 
time. 

n Site disturbance, construction 
debris, and use of toxic cleaners 
are reduced. 

n Clay product-faced precast 
concrete panels can eliminate 
many items necessary for 
traditional masonry such as 
dovetail anchors, flashing, and 
weep holes.  

n Panel configurations include a 

multitude of shapes and sizes: 
flat panels, C-shaped spandrels, 
soffits, arches, and U-shaped 
column covers. Repetitive use of 
any particular shape lowers costs 
dramatically. 

n Returns on spandrels or column 
covers may be produced by 
the sequential (two-stage) 
casting method or as a single 
cast, depending on the height 
of the return. Panels may serve 
as cladding or may be load-
bearing, supporting floor and 
roof loads, and can even function 
as lateral load resisting elements 
(shearwalls).
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Augsburg College
The urban Minneapolis school Norman 
and Evangeline Hagfors Center for 
Science, Business and Religion is 
a $73 million, 135,000-square-foot 
multidisciplinary complex.  The 
integrated-discipline collaborative 
learning space includes 24 labs and 
6,000 square feet of student-faculty 
research facilities such as biology, 
business, chemistry, computer 
science, physics, psychology, math 
and statistics, and religion.

The intention behind Hagfors is to 
encourage mixing among branches 
of academia. “First, the building 
is student-centered. Everything 
about the Hagfors Center is meant 
to support learning experiences 
from the formal to informal spaces,” 
Augsburg spokesperson Stephanie 
Weiss said, “It’s meant to encourage 
collaboration among disciplines.”

Augsburg broke ground on the 
project in April 2016 and was 
opened in January 2018.  The 
project was on budget and on 
schedule. The center was the 
focus of a successful fundraising 
campaign, which met and exceeded 
its goal of $50 million by last May.

The exterior façade features Endicott 
thin brick embedded in precast 
concrete to provide the visual appeal 
of traditional masonry with the 
durability and economy of precast.  
Wells Concrete provided 294 pieces of 
10 1/2" insulated precast panels with 
cast in Versa-Brix® 3D thin brick inlay 
system from Architectural Polymers.

The compact campus is located across 
Riverside Avenue, across from the West 
Bank of the University of Minnesota 

in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood. 
Augsburg, founded as a Lutheran 
seminary in 1869, cites its strengths 
as its urban location, diversity, and 
being a small institution with strong 
ties to the community and around 
the globe. It also sponsors the annual 
Nobel Peace Prize Forum in America.

www.wells concrete.com

Owner: Augsburg College  •  Contractor: McGough Construction  •  Architect / Engineer: HGA  •  
Location: Minneapolis, MN

Mill Street Parking 
Structure
The City of Wayzata built a 385-stall, 
93,700 square foot public parking 
structure at Mill Street East and 
Broadway Avenue to provide for 
current and future parking needs 
in the downtown area. The first 
phase of the ramp opened on 
July 1, 2017 (upper deck) and final 
completion was mid-August 2017. 

Work consisted of a cast-in-place 

concrete with a post-tensioned 
cable 2nd floor deck. Exterior façade 
consisted of precast panels with a 
thin-brick facing, factory finished metal 
wall panels and decorative ipe wood 
cladding. The project came together 
on schedule and under budget.  

Wells Concrete provided 203 pieces 
of architectural precast concrete 
with acid etch and thin brick 
finishes to create the façade.

www.wells concrete.com

Contractor: Adolfson & Peterson 
Construction  •  Architect: HGA  •  Engineer: 
Walker Consultants  •  Owner: City of 
Wayzata  •  Location: Wayzata, MN



NextGen Dorms 
at Northern State 
University
Northern State University was 
challenged recently to create 
residential facilities for students 
arriving at college with a different set 
of privacy boundaries and lifestyle 
preferences than any generation 
before.  The university also wanted 
to lure current students back from 
off-campus housing.  To meet the 
needs and expectations of the next 
generation of college students, NSU 
has introduced three new, modern 
residence halls on campus: Wolves 
Memorial Suites, which opened in 
fall 2017; and Great Plains West and 
Great Plains East, set to open this fall.

The plan is working—housing 
applications are up 20 percent 
from last spring.  As of March 1, 157 
new students had applied to live at 
Northern this fall, according to NSU 
Director of Residence Life Marty Sabolo.  
Sabolo said the uptick in housing 
requests is a direct result of NSU’s new 

dynamic living communities. Students 
are embracing these new on-campus 
housing options that mirror today’s 
diverse society and provide the 
foundation for academic success.

In designing Great Plains East and 
West, a key ingredient was simply more 
space. Privacy is becoming a highly 
desired amenity, with the majority of 
freshmen coming to campus never 
having shared a bedroom.  The appeal 
of suites reflects how living situations 
have changed over the years.  Sharing 
space isn’t something today’s youth 
are used to.  “I think it’s what today’s 
students really want, especially the 
suite-style rooms,” Sabolo added.

Similarly, they’re used to modern 
amenities.  Air-conditioning is the 
number one question NSU is asked 
about by potential students.  That 
sort of feature, along with conference 
rooms and study rooms offered in 
the new halls, has essentially caught 
Northern up with trends shaping 
student housing. But NSU is also 
including more unique offerings in 
Great Plains East and West – including 

a Papa John’s Pizza, convenience store 
and game-cleaning room – which 
set the university apart.  “I really 
believe that regionally, Northern is 
going to be the one that people 
are keeping up with,” Sabolo said.

The Precast Advantage

The combination of exposed 
precast concrete in an acid-etched 
and sandblasted textures and 
thin bricks replicates the look of 
stone-and-brick for Great Plains 
West and Great Plains East. 

Five colors of brick in three different 
sizing were used for the twin residence 
halls. Two main field colors consisted 
of medium iron spot red modular 
size brick for the majority portion of 
building and autumn sands utility size 
brick with a brownish hue for courtyard 
portion of the buildings. A Desert 
Iron Spot Dark and Bordeaux Blend 
velour were used for banding to add 
horizontal lines and to create the top 
coursings of the modular brick, while 
roman size autumn sands brick with a 
velour texture provides accents to the 
utility brick panels in the courtyard. 

Standard brick sizes were used to 
emulate conventionally laid brick, 
with L-shaped bricks at corners and 
windows openings.  The panels 
significantly reduced enclosure time 
compared to conventionally laid brick.  

“The use of thin brick as a precast 
veneer allows the design team limitless 
options, from color and texture, to sizes 
and locations, to achieve the correct 
design aesthetic for each individual 
project,” said Steve Miller, project 
manager with CO-OP Architecture.  
He added, “This allows us to achieve 
individuality from building to building 
while still benefiting from the ease of 
building erection that precast provides.”

www.gagebrothers.com 

Architect: CO-OP Architecture  •  Engineer: PTAC Consulting Engineers  •  Contractor: 
Journey Construction  •  Erector: Midwest Precast Services  •  Photo Credit: Gage Brothers & 
Northern State University  •  Location: Aberdeen, SD



Creighton 
University School 
of Dentistry
 The new Creighton University Dental 
College Building will position the 
school to recruit talented faculty 
members and offer a high ranking, 
clinically excellent education to 
stu-dents.  Other advantages the 
new building will provide include 
enhanced functionality and efficiency 
in the clinic, and the ability to serve 

additional patients, especially the 
area’s underserved population.  The 
building will also serve to enhance the 
school’s re-search core of excellence. 

The exterior of the building features 
architectural precast concrete wall 
panels to help meet the program 
requirements.  The dominant portion 
of the façade is a thin clay brick 
embedded into the precast concrete, 
allowing for the character and beauty 
of masonry to be integral with the 
added benefits of precast concrete. 

Additionally, Silver Shadow Alabama 
Limestone was also incorporated 
into the panels to provide a beautiful 
compliment to the blended Endicott 
Brick.  This finish strategy allowed the 
designers to use a single precast panel 
to mimic the look of several interfacing 
materials all while reducing the amount 
of trades, materials and detailing. 
  

www.coreslab.com

Owner: Creighton University (Omaha, NE)  •  Architect: RDG Planning and Design (Omaha, NE)  •  Structural Engineer: Thompson Dreessen & 
Dorner, Inc. (Omaha, NE)  •  Contractor: MCL Construction (Omaha, NE)  •  Location: Omaha, NE



Oxbow Animal 
Health
“Ideas are like rabbits.  You get a 
couple and learn to handle them and 
pretty soon you have a dozen.” – John 
Steinbeck.

Back in 1980, Oxbow’s founder, 
John Miller, had plenty of ideas 
on his family’s hay production 
farm.  He took one of those ideas, 
making premium rabbit food, and 
morphed it into a global business 

that produces and distributes ultra-
premium hays, fortified pet foods, pet 
supplements and treats.  The business 
was multiplying like rabbits so they 
decided to hop down the road about 
25 miles from where it all began in 
Murdock and build their new 240,000 
square foot facility in Papillion. 

The new facility offers more than twice 
the space compared to the old which 
will allow Oxbow to better manage 
their rapid annual growth of about 20 
percent in the last five years.  Oxbow 
employs around 150 personnel and 

hope to raise that figure to around 
200 over the next three to five years.     

Oxbow holds itself to the highest 
standards of product quality.  
Commitment to that quality was 
reflected in their choice of using 
precast concrete to house their 
operations.  Precast concrete was 
incorporated into three distinct 
areas of the complex that encom-
passed the production facilities, the 
warehousing operation and the hay 
barn.  Nearly 800 pieces of precast, 
consisting of both insulated and solid 
wall panels, columns, beams, twin 
tees, hollowcore, stairs and landings 
were incorporated into the facility.  

The architect blended a mixture of 
architectural finishes on the insulated 
wall panels. A weathered barn board 
form liner pays homage to the humble 
beginnings of Oxbow on the family 
farm.  Another form liner that mimics 
large stones or blocks was integrated 
to produce the wainscoting on the 
main building and the hay barn.  
The precast also features changes 
in relief to emulate a capstone on 
the wainscoting.  Various colors 
of integral cast-in thin brick were 
merged using different coursings.  
An integral buff color fused all the 
elements to provide the structure 
with a cohesive earthen tone.

www.concreteindustries.com 
Owner: Lincoln Road LLC  •  Architect and Engineer: Davis Design, Inc.  •  Contractor: Midwest 
DCM  •  Location: Papillion, NE

PCI Midwest provides continuing education programs on a variety of topics. These 
programs are easily tailored to conference room or classroom lunch programs. Architects 
and engineers can learn about precast concrete hollow-core floors and walls, architectural 
precast concrete, precast parking structures, glass fiber reinforced concrete, high 
performance precast concrete and much, much more.  Contact mike@pcimidwest.org to 
request a program for you or your company. 

Learn & Earn Box Lunches



ALP Supply
www.alpsupply.com
Jim Valent, Regional Sales Manager
jvalent@alpsupply.com

Architectural Polymers, Inc.,
1220 Little Gap Road
Palmerton, PA 18071
610-824-3322
www.apformliner.com
Marshall Walters
marshall@apformliner.com 

Ash Grove Cement
1101 Cody Street
Overland Park, KS 66210
Dave Suchorski 913-205-8146
dave.suchorski@ashgrove.com
Mark Kreiser 913-451-8900
mark.kreiser@ashgrove.com

BASF
2955 Eagandale Blvd
Eagan, MN 55121
www.basf.com
Contact: Denise Guzzetta 605-310-5223
Denise.guzzetta@basf.com

Beton-Stahl, Inc.
2003 O’Neil Rd
Hudson, WI 54016
715-808-0213
www.beton-stahl.com
Corey Leith
info@beton-stahl.com
 
Carl Harris Co, Inc
1245 S Santa Fe
Wichita, KS 67211
Phone: 316-267-8700
Contact: Carl Harris 

Cheesebrough Brokerage Inc.
448 Lilac Street
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
Rep: Patrick Cheesebrough
651-717-6060

Commercial Metals Company
1 Steel Mill Drive 
Seguin, TX 78155
www.cmc.com
830-372-8284
Jon Kinnischtke - 719-240-0514 

Continental Cement 
www.continentalcement.com
Contact: Brett Heinlein: 563-344-4488 
Contact: Dave Meyer: 612-889-5236 

Dayton Superior
1125 Byers Road
Miamisburg, OH 45342
937-866-0711
www.daytonsuperior.com
Bob Roeller
bob.roeller@daytonsuperior.com

DRL Drafting and Design
770 Technology Way, Suite 1C
Chippewa Falls, WI 54728
715-726-9656
www.DRLDD.com
Contact: Don Loew 715-726-9656 ext 101
don@drldd.com
 
Dynamic Color Solutions
2024 S. Lenox Street
Milwaukee, WI 53207
www.dynamiccolorsolutions.com
414-769-2585

e.Construct.USA, LLC
11823 Arbor Street, Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68144
www.econstruct.us
402-884-9998

Elematic
19745 Sommer Drive
Brookfield, WI 53045
www.elematic.com
262-798-9777

Endicott Thin Brick & Tile LLC
PO Box 645
Fairbury, NE 68352
www.endicott.com
Rep: Dean Schmidt  402-729-3315
Rep: Jim Riccio  402-587-1764

Fister Quarries Group
1150 Lyon Road
Batavia, IL 60510
www.fisterquarries.com
800-542-7393

Fitzgerald Formliners
1500 E Chestnut Ave
Santa Ana, CA 92701
www.formliners.com
Edward Fitzgerald
714-547-6710

GCC of America
600 S Cherry St. #1000
Glendale, CO 80246
www.gccusa.com  
April Stier - astier@gcc.com
Chuck Cox - ccox@gcc.com

GCP Applied Technologies
Chuck Stauber 612-246-7175  
charles.l.stauber@gcpat.com
www.gcpat.com

GRT Admixtures
2978 Center Court, Eagan, MN 55121
www.grtinc.com
651-454-4151
 
Hamilton Form Company
7009 Midway 
Fort Worth, TX 76118
www.hamiltonform.com
817-590-2111
sales@hamiltonform.com

Hayden-Murphy Equipment Co, Inc.
9301 E Bloomington Fwy
Minneapolis, MN 55420
www.hayden-murphy.com
Len Kirk
952-884-2301

ICONX LLC
5525 Kaw Dr
Kansas City, KS 66102
www.iconxusa.com
Phone: 913-208-4274
Contact: Joel Foderberg 

Insteel Wire Products
1373 Boggs Dr
Mt. Airy, NC 27030
www.insteel.com
800-334-9504
Rep: Randy Plitt
rplitt@insteel.com

Iowa Steel & Wire Company
1500 W Van Buren, PO Box 156, 
Centerville, IA 52544
www.okbrandwire.com
800-325-5118

JVI Inc.
169 N Hampshire
Elmhurst, IL 60126
www.jvi-inc.com

Associate Members



LafargeHolcim
2815 Dodd Road Suite 102
Eagan, MN 55121
800-562-3989

Lehigh Cement
12300 Dupont Avenue South
Burnsville, MN 55337
www.lehighcement.com
Rep: Dave Grausam

Masonry & Precast Specialty Services
726 N Frontier Rd
Papillion, NE 68046
www.masonryprecast.com
402-306-6004
Craig Christensen 

Meadow Burke
6467 S Falkenburg Rd
Riverview, FL 33578
www.meadowburke.com
Nick Fain 513-507-7223

METROBRICK
1201 Millerton Street SE
Canton, OH 44707
www.metrothinbrick.com
Rep: Dianne Young 888-325-3945
 
Midwest Precast Services
4675 40th Avenue South, #140
Fargo, ND 58104
www.mwprecastservices.com
701-893-0188
Paul Nelson
Paul.nelson@mwprecastservices.com
 
Nawkaw Mid-America
12901 St. Charles Rock Road
Bridgeton, MO 63044
www.nawkaw.com
Andrew Ness: 636-373-2843
aness@midwestblock.com

Nox-Crete Products Group
1444 S 20th St, Omaha, NE 68108
www.nox-crete.com
Jeff Bishop  402-401-0506
jbishop@nox-crete.com

Pathfinder Systems
695 Ottawa Beach Road
Holland, MI 49424
616-395-8447
www.pathfindersystem.com
Dana Hook: 779-771-3586
Dana@PathfinderSystem.com

Polylok, Inc.
3 Fairfield Boulevard
Wallingford, CT 06492
www.polylok.com
877-765-9565
Jim Redding
jim@polylok.com

Shuttlelift
49 E Yew Street
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
www.shuttlelift.com
920-743-8650

Sika Corporation
1515 Titanium Drive
Ottawa, IL 61350
www.usa.sika.com
Andy Pearson  920-655-7600
pearson.andy@us.sika.com

Simem America Inc.
12100 Crown Point, Suite 100
San Antonio, TX 78233
www.simemamerica.com
Jay Newton 210-568-9987

SKAKO Concrete, Inc.
7985 Dunbrook Rd, Suite F
San Diego, CA 92126
www.skako.com
John Leszczynski 852-271-7341

Spillman Company
www.spillmanform.com
Ted Coons
tcoons@spillmanform.com

Splice Sleeve North America, Inc.
38777 W Six Mile Rd #205
Livonia, MI 48152
www.splicesleeve.com
877-880-3230
Rep: Toshi Yamanishi

Standley Batch Systems, Inc.
PO Box 800,
Cape Giradeau, MO 653702-0800
www.standleybatch.com
Ralph Kiel - ralphk@standleybatch.com

Stehler Structural Engineering
6 Scotch Pine Road
St. Paul, MN 55127
www.stehler.net
651-278-1571
Don Stehler
don@stehler.net

Sumiden Wire Products Corp.
710 Marshall Stuart Drive, 
Dickson, TN 37055
www.sumidenwire.com
Matt Speedy 614-537-5988

Sylvan Products, LLC
7400 SW Cherry Drive
Portland, OR 97223
503-639-9000
www.sylvan-products.com
Contact: Bryan White 503-608-3930
bwhite@sylvan-products.com
 
Thermomass 
1000 Technology Drive, 
Boone, IA 50036
www.thermomass.com
800-232-1748
Rep: Brad Nesset

THiN-Wall
210 N. 13th Street
Seward, NE 68434
www.thin-wall.com 
800-869-0359

UltraSpan Technologies
165 Fennell Street
Winnipeg, MB R3T OM6
204-992-3200
www.ultraspan.ca
Adam Formuziewich: 204-292-3666
adamf@ultraspan.ca 

US Formliner
370 Commerce Blvd, Athens, GA 30606
www.usformliner.com
Ray Clark 706-549-6787

Voeller Solutions
369 W Western Ave
PO Box 325
Port Washington, WI 53074
www.voellersolutions.com
Joe Fisher 262-284-3114
joe.fisher@voellermixers.com

West Central Steel, Inc.
105 19th Street NW
Willmar, MN 56279
www.wcsteel.com
320-235-4070
Contact: Jeff Allinder 320-214-5228
jallinder@wcsteel.com

If you are a PCI Associate Member and need to update your listing or if your company is interested in becoming an PCI Associate Member, please contact Mike Johnsrud at mike@pcimidwest.org.



Producer Members
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Advanced Precast Co.  (Mike Decker)
Farley, IA,  563-744-3909   •  www.advancedprecastcompany.com • •

Concrete Industries, Inc.  (Randy Schultz)
Lincoln, NE,  402-434-1800   •  www.concreteindustries.com • • • • • • •

Coreslab Structures (Kansas) Inc. (Mark Simpson)
Kansas City, KS,  913-287-5725  •  www.coreslab.com • • • •

Coreslab Structures (Missouri) Inc. (Michael Saint)
Marshall, MO,  660-886-3306  •  www.coreslab.com • • • • • • • •

Coreslab Structures (Omaha) Inc.  (Todd Culp)
Bellevue, NE,  402-291-0733   •   www.coreslab.com • • • • • • • • • • •

County Materials Corp. Roberts, WI (Steve Hoesing, 800-289-2569)  •  Bonne Terre, MO (Scott Boma, 573-358-2773)  • 
www.countymaterials.com • • • • • • • • • • •

Crest Precast Concrete, Inc.  (Gary Mader)
La Crescent, MN, 507-895-2342  •  www.crestprecastconcrete.com • • • • •

Enterprise Precast Concrete, Inc. Omaha, NE (Shawn Wentworth) 402.895.3848  •  Overland Park, KS (Dirk Mc-
Clure) 913-312-5616  •  www.enterpriseprecast.com • • •

Fabcon Savage, MN (Jim Houtman) 952-890-4444
Columbus, OH, Mahoney City, PA and Pleasanton, KS - www.fabcon-usa.com • • •

Forterra Building Products  (Joel Mich)
Maple Grove, MN, 763-545-7473  •  www.forterrabp.com • • •

Gage Brothers Concrete Products, Inc.  (Tom Kelley)
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-336-1180  •  www.gagebrothers.com • • • • • • • • •

Mid America Precast, Inc.  (Rod Tanner)
Fulton, MO, 573-642-6400  •  www.midamericaprecast.com • • • • • • •

Molin Concrete Products Co.  (John Saccoman)
Lino Lakes, MN, 651-786-7722  •  www.molin.com • • • • •

MPC Enterprises, Inc. (Don Bieghler Jr.)
Mt. Pleasant, IA, 319-986-2226  •  www.mpcent.com • • • • • • • • • •

PDM Precast, Inc.  (Adam Petersen)
Des Moines, IA, 515-243-5118  •  www.pdmprecast.com • • • • • • •

Prestressed Casting Co.  (David Robertson)
Springfield, MO, 417-869-7350  •  www.prestressedcasting.com • • • • • • •

Prestressed Concrete  (Chris Goevert)
Newton, KS, 316-283-2277  •  www.prestressedconcreteinc.com • • • • • • • • • •

Stress-Cast Inc  (Jim Markle)
Assaria, KS, 785-667-3905  • •

Wells Concrete  Wells, MN, Albany, MN and Maple Grove, MN (Spencer Kubat, 800-658-7049)  •  Grand Forks, ND (Mike 
Mortenson, 800-732-4261)   •  www.wellsconcrete.com • • • • • • • • •

Key: 

Architectural   
Structural 
Bridge – Transportation  


